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Christmas
is the gift of

Love
Wishing you all a very happy and holy Christmas!
To our supporters and readers,
The Downs and West Drought Appeal (DWDA)
programme commenced in May 2007 and we
have valued the continued support and
encouragement given over this time.
The
following provides an update of our
involvement, findings and achievements.
This appeal came about as a result of a
conversation I had with Sr. Elizabeth Dodds, the
Congregational Leader of the Sisters of Charity
in March 2007, during which I was asked to
explore future ministry. Having grown up in the
heart of the Darling Downs and being aware of
some of the difficulties confronting those who
were struggling with the effects of such a severe
drought, I decided to make that my focus.
The Downs and West
Drought
Appeal
has
responded to an urgent
need in Queensland. This
initiative has reached out
to the suffering as Jesus
did. “When you saw that
I was isolated and alone
you came and sat with me;
I was struggling and you
extended a helping hand,
I was hungry and you
gave me food; I was
thirsty and you gave me
drink;..
….as you did it to the least
of mine, you did it to me.”
(Matthew 25:36, 40)

While doing the research and spending time with
people on the land and in small rural towns, gaps
in the services already being provided by
drought organizations were identified; thus the
Downs and West Drought Appeal commenced in
May 2007.
Over these months we have found that more and
more people in the cities have been only too
pleased to extend a helping hand to those on the
land who have supplied our needs for so long.
Through the generosity of many people in
Brisbane and the Gold Coast we have been able
to distribute numerous hampers to people on the
land as a sign of our support at this time of
drought.
Contributions have also helped to
provide vouchers for people to purchase
necessities from the local businesses in their
town. Our visiting of these people and giving of
items to them, has helped to relieve some of the
hardships caused by the drought, improved their
quality of life, and given them joy and hope.

As we reach the conclusion of the first 8
months of practical support of men, women
and children trapped by the worst drought
for a century, our initial work has
demonstrated need and urgency to do more.
A review of the appeal was completed
within the first six months and the
Congregational Leader and Council of the
Sisters of Charity made a decision to
continue the appeal for a further six months.
On behalf of the Sisters of Charity, I would
like to thank you for your continued support
throughout the year, as together we
responded to a need in our own country. I
look forward to working with you again in
2008.
We wish each of you and your families a
very Happy Christmas. Let us pray that we
will receive good rain in the New Year and
that people will experience joy, peace and
hope once again.
Yours sincerely,

Sr. Christine Henry rsc
Coordinator, Downs & West Drought Appeal

Page 2 of 6

The situation and the farmers’ response!

While businesses in Australian cities are enjoying the fruits of 15 years of growth, the drought is providing a starkly
different set of circumstances in the rural and western areas. The worst drought in a century is far from over and
will continue well after we see drought breaking rain across our land. Unfortunately, the Horse Flu has made the
conditions worse, with many areas throughout Australia experiencing ‘total lock down’ for weeks on end.
The goal of the DWDA is to offer
practical assistance and encouragement
to our inland neighbours who are
severely affected by the worst drought
in over 100 years on the Downs and
West.

Response by the people on the land:

An empty dam: May 2007
1 ¾ hours west of Brisbane

Current critical situation
Critical issues the people in the rural
towns and proprieties face include:
Cattle feed and the riders rest in the
shade of a tree: May 2007
4 hours west of Brisbane

Our objectives are:
a)

to raise awareness, through
contacts among those associated
with the Sisters of Charity and
those living in the city, of the
severity of the drought and the
impact it is having on families
living on the land and in small rural
towns;

b) to seek practical support and
concrete action from those who are
in a position to share resources;
c)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

High incidence of depression;
Tragedy of suicides;
Financial crippling of families;
Increased isolation of people;
Family break-ups;
Increased work hours;
Increased unemployment;
Less time for extended family;
Increased health issues;
Increased cost for fodder;
Forced selling of stock at low
prices;
Fear of losing the farms;
Equine influenza.

to work in collaboration with rural
drought organizations in an effort
to reach more people in need;

Lack of fodder: July 2007
2 hours west of Brisbane

d) to utilize the appropriate referral
system of other organisations who
offer assistance in counselling,
financial advice and Government
funding applications;
e)

f)

to provide pastoral and emotional
support for the people on the land
and in small rural towns;
to raise funds for purchasing
essential provisions, food and
petrol vouchers for those suffering
the impact of the drought.

The people on the land and in small rural
towns are not simply waiting for the
drought to break or outside assistance to
arrive. They are attempting in many
heartbreaking ways. to make the most of
what they have. Their responses to the
question
‘Do
you
have
any
plans/strategies that help you get through
these tough times?’ include these
commentsa) ‘limit monthly spending especially on
household goods, clothing;’
b) ‘adults on the land are working two
and three jobs to help make ends
meet’;
c) ‘limit our going to town because of
the price of petrol’;
d) ‘dental/medical issues – these are put
on hold at times’;
e) ‘gas and electricity are used
sparingly. At times it has been turned
off’;
f) ‘limited telephone calls are made’;
g) ‘looking at new and different types of
farming in drought conditions’.

Valuable horses show signs of the
Equine influenza: September 2007
1 ¾ hours west of Brisbane

Comments made by people on the Downs and West!
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Comments made by people on the Downs and West
during this time of drought:
To protect the privacy of people, the names of the people
making these statements remain anonymous.

‘I have sent my wife and children to my parents in town. They
come home at weekends. I was finding it hard to look at the
kids and see the sadness in their eyes when we shared out the
food on our table’.

‘To survive this harsh, harsh drought we had to decrease our
monthly spending budget. We do not use things such as
shampoo, shaving creams and lotions, moisturizers, UV
creams, perfumes.’ ‘The children haven’t seen new clothes for
some time, not to mention Birthday and Christmas presents, but
we are OK with that! They know how things are. Things will
get better.’

Family members share the work load: August 2007

It rained that evening:

July 2007

‘Six months ago my husband ended his own life. The farm is
too much for me so I employed a man to assist me so he and his
family lived in the second home on the land. Everything was
going well until last week his 16 year old son ended his life too.
Its all too much to comprehend. I have good friends and
someone to speak to about how I feel. Thank you too for
listening and coming to help me.’

‘Not many people realize how severe this drought is and the
impact it is having on our families and especially the children
at the local schools. I must thank you and St. Vincent’s and
Holy Spirit Health for the financial contribution you gave us
for the end of year children’s camp. We were able to send
everyone.
‘Our family has been on the land for over 150 years. This
land belonged to my father’s father. This is all I know. I left
school at 15 to help on the farm and here I have stayed. I am
part of the land. I just love being on the land but by ‘gingi’ it
has been hard these past years’.

‘We managed to have turkey for Christmas Dinner last year
(2006) and we had a nice time together’. The nine year old
child then spoke: ‘Yeh, that was fun. It took us 24 hours to
catch one turkey but we did it!’. I pictured them hopping into
the car, driving to the closest town, going to the butcher and
then purchasing a turkey. But no, they had to catch it, pluck it
and cook it for hours longer than we would cook a turkey
purchased from the butchers because bush turkey is very
tough!.
‘Desperate farmers are buying water at a cost of almost $1000
a megalitre to sustain their crops through worsening drought
conditions’.
‘Our entire family has been in Warwick for four weeks in
Quarantine because of the Horse Flu. A temporary school has
opened and the local hospital is providing us with meals. We
packed our bags for an over night stay for the camp-drafting
event so we had not planned for a long term stay. Friends are
looking after the animals at home but that is expecting a lot.’
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The Green Drought

The ‘Green Drought’ puts pressure on people:
The green tinge in Queensland’s paddocks is one of
nature's ironies, and many people are calling it the
‘Green Drought’ and to others it is the’ soft drought’.
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While farms across Australia, in particular the Downs and
South Burnett areas, have started showing a green tinge again
thanks to recent rainfall, experts say crops and live stock are
still on a knife's edge.
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The green tinge in Queensland’s paddocks is one of nature's
ironies, and many people are calling it the ‘Green Drought’
and to others it is the’ soft drought’.
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who still ponder the meaning of life and growth.

The various shades of green are not enough to sustain animals
or crops, and farmers still have not seen the drought-breaking
rains that they desperately need.

• Nagle House Groups
And finally, loving God,
• Department of Medicine SVHM
for those with young eyes,
• Queensland Integrated Refugee Community Health
keep their hearts full of wonder,
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each time we celebrate the Christmas moment. Amen

Across New South Wales, Darling Downs, Victoria and even
parts of the west, good rain has not been received.
The undulating green landscape looks beautiful for those of us
who live in the city, venturing into the country for the
weekend, but when farmers look at it, they see something very
different.

• Jubilee Parish Brisbane
• Parishioners from St. Luke’s Church, Ekibin
• Parishioners from St Aidan’s Church Tarragindi

While the land looks lush, without further rain and often
without further rain very quickly, the chances of a sustainable
crop or a sustainable pasture is decreased.

• Craft Working Bee
• Quilters Social Groups
• Sew N Sew Quilts

When people refer to a 'green drought', what it means is that
the fields and the paddocks can look quite green, quite
attractive. But because they don't have any subsoil moisture
to sustain the plants, the plants are in real danger of simply
dying if follow up rain is not received. The problem with this
is that farmers have spent the money on fertiliser, on
herbicides, seed, the cost of establishing those crops generally,
and that puts them in a tough situation if there's no reasonable
harvest. We hope and pray that the rain forecast for 2008 is
correct, and that many parts of Australia, especially the
catchment areas, will receive good rain.

• Corporate Express
• Kwik Kopy Brisbane
• Myer Centre Brisbane

Together
we are
making a difference!

Page 5 of 6

Together we are making a difference
With the support of many generous
people we have been able to reach out
to our inland neighbours with
compassion
and
sensitivity
by
providing encouragement and practical
support

loyna
Hampers given out to assist
Ozcare Bush Connections

• Hampers and pre-loved magazines:
245 hampers were distributed to 201
families
located
throughout
the
Warwick,
Cambooya,
Clifton,
Millmerran, Inglewood, Gatton, Crows
Nest and Pittsworth Shires in the first 6
months.
157 large Christmas hampers were
distributed in November and December
to people living in the Warwick, Crows
Nest and Nanango Shires.

Staff from Sunny Queen Eggs

Mt. St. Michaels College
Ashgrove

120 dozen eggs donated by Sunny Queen
Eggs Queensland.
• Drought & Charitable organizations:
Networking and working collaboratively
with well known and established
Drought Relief & Charitable groups has
been one of the essential elements of our
success. These organizations are very
much in touch with the people and have
assisted in identifying families who have
not received support from other
agencies.
• DWDA Multi-prize raffle
Mt Olivet Community Services staff,
volunteers,
patients
and
visitors
combined to raise well over $1151.20
through a multi-prize raffle.

Marist College Ashgrove

• School Visits
220 boxes of Christmas Hampers and
gift packs for men, women and children
were collected in November from Mt St
Michael’s College, Ashgrove and Marist
College, Ashgrove. This is a fantastic
result!

• ‘Bugger the Drought’ end of year
gathering for faming families:
Organized to take place in Proston and
Cloyna in the South Burnett, the 2 ½ hour
gathering included a free BBQ and talk
on services available for pastoral, and
emotional support, financial support and
counseling. A talk on workplace health
and safety on the farms included the
management of stress. Although this is
just out of the Downs and West area, a
request was made to assist if at all
possible. We were able to respond by
taking up 60 dozen eggs donated by
Sunny Queen Eggs and 60 boxes of
groceries and toiletries, donated by the
two schools listed.
Thirty families
attended the BBQ and talk at Proston,
and one Hundred and fifty-two people
attended the one at Cloyna.
• Rural Net-workers’ Meetings:
The rural net-workers’ meetings
consisting of eight different services,
were held each month at the Legal Aid
Office, Hume Street, Toowoomba to
identify and address issues impacting
on families in the different locations.
• Financial contributions:
The DWDA has grown in momentum
and we have raised $13,216.92 in a
short time. All money raised is used
to benefit the people on the land. A
policy guideline has been established
to assist with the distribution of this
money.
• Craft Sale
Held at the Myer Centre Brisbane and
Marycrest at Kangaroo Point, we
raised $1626.00. All craft items were
made by the Sisters of Charity and
those associated with the Sisters.

• Country Girls’ Day Out
Initiated by Ozcare Bush Connection
Toowoomba, Country Girls’ Day Out
were organised in Allora, Mt. Tyson,
Crows Nest and Nanango. The days
were offered at no cost with
approximately 35 to 42 women attending
each of the days. Hampers and eggs
which Sunny Queen Eggs donated, were
given to those who attended.

Country Girls’ Day Out
Mt. Tyson

Sisters of Charity
ready to serve at the craft sale.
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Christmas in Australia!

While it may be snowing in other parts of the world, for us
in Australia it's hot, hot, hot! So you can understand why
some of us have changed some traditional Christmas songs
to fit our lifestyle downunder.

Jingle Bells

Dashing through the bush, in a rusty Holden Ute,
Kicking up the dust, esky in the boot,
Kelpie by my side, singing Christmas songs,
It's Summer time and I am in my singlet, shorts and thongs
Chorus:
Oh! Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way,
Christmas in Australia on a scorching summer’s day, Hey!
Jingle bells, jingle bells, Christmas time is beaut!
Oh what fun it is to ride in a rusty Holden Ute.
Engine's getting hot; we dodge the kangaroos,
The swaggie climbs aboard, he is welcome too.
All the family's there, sitting in the shade,
Christmas Day the Aussie way, by the barbecue.
Chorus:
Come the afternoon, Grandpa has a doze,
The kids and Uncle Shaun, are playing in the yard.
The time comes 'round to go, we take the family snap,
Pack the car and all shoot through, before the washing up!!
Chorus:

Try this one around your table for a bit of fun
The Twelve Days of Christmas
On the first day of Christmas, my true love sent to me
A kookaburra in a gum tree
Two pink galahs
Three emus
Four lyrebirds
Five parakeets
Six 'roos a-jumping
Seven koalas climbing
Eight possums playing
Nine wombats working
Ten lizards leaping
Eleven snakes a-sliding
Twelve parrots prattling.

Thank you
Thank you for your outstanding support
of the Downs and West Drought Appeal.
We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge
everyone for the tremendous support given to the
Appeal over the past 8 months. All the hampers have
been distributed and the financial contributions
received will continue to be given in the form of
vouchers for groceries, meat, chemist, petrol vouchers
which are being purchased from the local businesses.
• Sisters of Charity
• Presentation Sisters Queensland
•
•
•
•

St. Vincent’s & Holy Spirit Health
Mt. Olivet Hospital
Caritas Care
St. Vincent’s Hospital Toowoomba

• Sunny Queen Eggs Queensland
• Mt. St. Michael’s College Ashgrove
• Marist College Ashgrove
• Nagle House Groups
• Department of Medicine SVHM
• Queensland Integrated Refugee Community Health
• Conference of Leaders of Religious Institutes Qld
(CLRIQ)
• Jubilee Parish Brisbane
• Parishioners from St. Luke’s Church, Ekibin
• Parishioners from St Aidan’s Church Tarragindi
• Craft Working Bee
• Quilters Social Groups
• Sew N Sew Quilts
• Corporate Express
• Kwik Kopy Brisbane
• Myer Centre Brisbane
• Surfers Paradise VIEW Club
• The large number of individuals who wish to remain
anonymous.

For further information please contact:
Sr. Christine Henry rsc
Downs and West Drought Appeal coordinator
c/- Mt. Olivet Hospital, Convent
411 Main Street,
Kangaroo Point 4169
Mobile: 0414324682

