
 

CCCChristmas is  
A time to love 

A time to care 

A time to share
   

 

To our supporters and readers, 
 
The Downs and West Drought Appeal (DWDA) 
values the continued support and encouragement 
which we have received over the past twelve 
months.  This support made it possible for us to 
pursue the dream with passion in support of our 
inland neighbours who have given so much to us 
over many years.      
 
During this time the DWDA responded to 
requests from organizations, and continued to 
journey to country towns and isolated areas up to 
six hours west of Brisbane.  It has truly been a 
privilege for me to spend time with individuals, 
families and different groups as I travelled 
around our beautiful yet challenging country.     
 
I have been inspired by the courage and 
determination of these wonderful people as they 
spoke of life on the land or living in small 
country towns.  Entering into the lives of the 
people as they rise each morning to face the 
challenges of the day has been for me a truly 
enriching experience. In trying to understand the 
impact the drought is having on families, and 
whether or not it is a critical breaking point for 
people, I have had the opportunity to spend time 
with some of these families and to live and work 
as they do.  
 
Working in collaboration with other 
organizations in rural and remote areas of the 
Darling Downs and South Burnett is vital as 
together we provide a support service to a larger 
number of people.  
                     

The following information in this newsletter is 
an update of our involvement and 
achievements. 
 
On behalf of the Sisters of Charity, I would 
like to thank you for your continued support 
throughout the year, as we responded to the 
needs of the people.    I look forward with 
hope at the possibility of working with you 
again in 2009. 
 
We wish each of you and your families a very 
Happy Christmas.  Let us pray that we will 
receive good rain in the New Year and that 
people will really experience joy, peace and 
hope. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Christine rsc 
 
Sr. Christine Henry rsc 
   Downs & West Drought Appeal Coordinator 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Downs and West 
Drought Appeal has 
responded to an urgent 
need in Queensland.  This 
initiative has reached out 
to the suffering as Jesus 
did.   “When you saw that 
I was isolated and alone 
you came and sat with me;  
I was struggling and you 
extended  a helping hand,  
I was hungry and you 
gave me food; I was 
thirsty and you gave me 
drink;.. 
….as you did it to the least 
of mine, you did it to me.”  

(Matthew 25:36, 40)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Wishing you all a very happy and holy Christmas! 
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The Advisory Committee for the Downs and West Drought Appeal was established in January, 2008.  The Committee’s role is to 
offer support and guidance to the coordinator who coordinates the appeal and responds to the needs of families and communities 
affected by one of the worst droughts in Australia’s history. 
 

As an outreach ministry of the Sisters of Charity, the purpose of the Appeal has been to put 'words into action’ by offering 
practical support and encouragement to our inland neighbours.   Reports about farming families and those in small country towns 
and their determination in the face of adversity inspire all those supporting the Downs and West Drought Appeal.   Stories of the 
courage of these families are most inspiring and their spirit impels us to help in every way possible. 
 

Our sincere thanks are offered to all those generous people and organisations that have  
made contributions to this appeal.    We have been overwhelmed by the kindness of 
 our fellow Australians from all walks of life.  
 

Our prayers and best wishes are with you this Christmas.   
 
Cate Mapstone AM 
Chairperson, DWDA Advisory Committee 
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be postponed, potentially drains financial and emotional 
reserves and puts people in a diminished capacity to make 
more informed decisions.   These issues impact on the social 
fabric of our rural families and communities, including 
relationships, education, community building, employment 
opportunities, health and well-being. 
 

 

 

 
 

As one farmer said, “Farmers are adapting all the time to the 
climate change.  New technology and new farming practices 
are being trialed to minimize production costs and plan 
conservatively to decrease risk”.  However, an inevitable 
consequence of drought is that farming families, as well as 
families within the small local communities, have 
experienced significant business and personal stress.   
 

In the last 10 years equivalent full-time farm worker jobs 
have dropped by 89,300 due to the decreased work on the 
land especially in the harvesting, vegetable and fruit picking 
seasons, (Kenny Review: Social impacts of drought 2008).    
 

Many of these people are strengthened and sustained by the 
love of their families and support given by organisations.  
For some, the harshness of their situation has taken its toll, 
the suffering has been too great to bear.   We witness and 
experience the social impacts of drought on farming families 
and rural communities.  
 

 
Villanova College, Coorparoo reaching out to those in need 

Rod Saal, Drought Coordinator for Agforce, Qld writes: 
“There has been relief rainfall in some parts of the state though 
only in isolated places were falls large enough to generate runoff 
and water supplies in many regions are still at critical levels. It 
will be a wonderful start if, come the Christmas period, we move 
into a traditional wet season.  
 

 
 
 

There are some good winter crops around the state and in many 
areas some summer crop has been planted. We hope for a 
reasonable harvest. Some restocking is occurring but water 
supplies appear to be limiting this.  
 

Most of Queensland’s Exceptional Circumstance (EC) areas that 
are still declared lose their EC status as at 13th June 2009. This 
will cause worry and distress as we move into winter. The 
conditions that are placed on accessing the Transitional Income 
Support Scheme, (there are no Interest Subsidies available), are 
such that very few farmers qualify.”  
 

 
 

A degree of stress is normal in life and most rural people are 
experienced in coping with droughts and various other difficulties 
such as fires, floods and severe frosts.  However, a prolonged 
drought represents a time of major change for many in rural 
communities.    Increased stress and pressure causes decisions to 

Reality of the current drought situation! 

Most Queensland farms are family owned and 
operated.  In some cases these have been handed down 
from one generation to another.  
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Cont:     Reality of the current drought 
situation Working in collaboration with different organizations has 

helped us to identify gaps and to provide services designed 
to alleviate some of the impact of drought.  People on the 
land have offered positive and inspiring comments about 
what the Appeal has meant to them and some of these 
comments are included in this newsletter. 
 
Social impacts of drought on farming families and 
rural communities   
 

Research by the Department of Primary Industries and the 
Kenney Review (2008) into the Social Impacts of Drought 
indicate that social impacts on individuals, families and 
communities, as a result of drought, may include: 
• the need to and or ability to seek off-farm employment 
• people being reluctant to get involved in community 

activities 
• a decline in traditional industries 
• stress or burnout 
• a decline in health, both physical and emotional, of 

individuals and their families 
• dealing with questions of life after the farm 
• uncertainty of being  farm labour contractors 
• inability to leave the property because of the demands 

of hand feeding and water regimes 
• general increase of working hours with little 

opportunity for recreation and family times 
• decrease in income. 
 
How individuals, families and communities deal with these 
challenges will depend on the adequate provision of 
drought specific programmes and supportive services 
continuing to be made available.  There are support groups 
and individuals who care and who can be contacted.  It is 
also vital that there is a sense of compassion and a spirit of 
hope in all dealings and communications with people.   
 

Communication is important when things are difficult. 
Persons struggling with their situation and those watching 
them have to be encouraged never give up hope. Starting 
the communication process and talking things over with 
these people is a positive and healing step forward.  
 

If anyone would like information about drought support 
organisations in their area please contact the coordinator who 
will make appropriate referrals where necessary. See page 6 
for details.  
 

 
 

Organisations work together to organise  
Country Girls’ Day Out at Leyburn and Glen Aplin 

 

 
 

 
 

The room was filled with songs, dance and sounds of joy as 
the children at St. Mary’s Primary School, Taroom opened 

their Christmas gifts and back to school needs for 2009 
 

A special request  

Dear friends, 
As we work toward the close of 2008 and begin to look forward to the possibilities of 2009, there are many of our country men, 
women and children who struggle with the climatic conditions of the land. 
Were you able assist the Downs & West Drought Appeal in continuing its support and delivery of service, we’d be pleased if you 
could give in one of the following ways; 

� A single gift of $20.00     

� A single gift of $50.00 

� A single gift of $100.00     

� Assortment of quality handcraft items for sale at our fund raising craft stalls 

� Volunteer to assist wrapping gifts and pack hampers from time to time 

Please Note:  The Downs & West Drought Appeal does not yet have Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) Taxation Registration, 
therefore monetary and other gifts may not be tax deductible.   Your gift will however help those in need and all funds raised are 
directed to assisting farming families and people in small rural and remote areas. 
All cheques are to be made payable to “Downs & West Drought Appeal” and post to address as listed on page 6. 
For further information, please contact Sr. Christine Henry, rsc on mobile 0414324682. 
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Words in Action   

           The Year in ActionThe Year in ActionThe Year in ActionThe Year in Action    
    

With the support of many generous people we have been 
able to reach out to our inland neighbours. Physical 
assistance alongside compassionate, sensitive emotional 
and spiritual care has been provided to individuals and 
families living through the drought.   
 

We sincerely thank those who donated money, goods, time 
and energy to making these activities possible. 
 

Education Education Education Education –––– Back to school needs Back to school needs Back to school needs Back to school needs    
    

19  children at South Durong School  $590      
22  children at St. Mary’s School Taroom  $1,497 
  9  children at St. Joseph’s School Tara  $867     
21  children at St. Joseph’s School Tara $2,765 
 

Life EducationLife EducationLife EducationLife Education        
    

84 students at St Patrick’s Allora  $1,000   
 

Financial ContributionsFinancial ContributionsFinancial ContributionsFinancial Contributions    
    

Donations to DWDA have grown in momentum this year. 
The generosity of many people brought the total cash 
donated in 2008 to $24,990. This is a significant result, 
particularly in light of the fact that DWDA does not have 
Deductible Gift Recipient registration, and the associated 
ability to offer a tax deductible receipt. 
 

In Kind DonationsIn Kind DonationsIn Kind DonationsIn Kind Donations  
 

    619   Household hampers valued at $123,800 
    435   dozen cartons of fresh eggs valued at $1,740            
    85     Easter eggs valued at $425 
    152   Christmas gifts for children valued at $1,820 
    96     Christmas gifts for adults valued at $868 
    62     Gift packs valued at $1,700 

30     Gift packs valued at $3,000 
    20     Pre-paid petrol vouchers valued at $1,000 

15     Boxes of magazines in pristine condition 
 

    

Craft SalesCraft SalesCraft SalesCraft Sales    
    

Sales of donated craft items were held at the Myer Centre 
Brisbane, Marycrest Retirement Centre, Kangaroo Point 
and Mt. St Michael’s College Ashgrove.  The total sales 
amounted to $2727.15. 

 
    

    

Grant ApplicationGrant ApplicationGrant ApplicationGrant Application    
    

We applied for two small grants which unfortunately were 
not successful.  Hopefully, in 2009 we will continue to 
apply for further grants. 
 

RaisRaisRaisRaising Droughting Droughting Droughting Drought Awareness Awareness Awareness Awareness    
    

People living in the city are often unaware of the severity 
of the drought in Queensland and its impact on rural 
families.   

Awareness of the drought has been raised in the 
community through contacts with schools and 
organisation. In addition, articles have been written for 
the Catholic Leader, Caritas Times, Queensland Country 
Life and the Wynnum Herald.   

Meeting Human NeedsMeeting Human NeedsMeeting Human NeedsMeeting Human Needs    
    

When a natural disaster such as a drought affects human beings, 
the emotional and spiritual impact can be devastating.  During 
2008 Sr Christine Henry, DWDA coordinator, has been able to 
offer pastoral care to many drought affected families pastoral 
care. Pastoral care offers encouragement and supportive, 
sensitive spiritual care.   
 

Functions Functions Functions Functions OrganisedOrganisedOrganisedOrganised    
    

When difficulties seem to be insurmountable, taking time out for 
some social activity and plain old-fashioned fun can help revive 
a flagging spirit.  DWDA has helped to organize social events 
for women and families  
 
The Country Girl’s Days Out for rural women enabled rural 
women to meet together and to participate in enjoyable and 
interesting activities which aimed to educate about self care and 
available services. These were held at Glen Aplin and Leyburn.  
In total 148 ladies attended these days.   The women attending 
experienced the companionship, support and encouragement of 
others living through the drought.  Gift packs, fresh eggs and 
many lucky door prizes were donated by DWDA.   
 
A Fun Day for children aged 5-13 years was attended by 56 
children and their families.  The children and parents who 
attended participated in activities including games, dance and 
face painting and enjoyed social interaction with other families 
living with the drought.  

 

QQQQueensland ueensland ueensland ueensland     Rural WomenRural WomenRural WomenRural Women’s’s’s’s Network  Network  Network  Network 

ConferenceConferenceConferenceConference    
    

180 country women from different areas of Queensland 
participated in the conference which was held in Bundaberg.  
The speakers focused on the theme ‘Change and Challenge’.   
The DWDA sponsored 4 women valued at $2,189 
 

The Spirit of Giving - Mt. St. Michael’s College, Ashgrove 
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 A farmer in the Yangan area: 
A big thank you to the angels of Charity 
who came calling just before Christmas!    
Without you, Christmas would have come 
and gone like anyone day of the year……..   
Thank you again for the wonderful surprise 
you left at our door and the warm loving 
Christmas wishes written by yourself  and 
the children from schools in Brisbane who 
give you donations.   Your support of us will 
never be forgotten, especially as we do not 
know you.   You are the friend that we have 
not yet met 

 

  
A young employee in the Nanango area: 
 ‘Today you have GIFTED us with your 
presence, input on key farming, financial 
and health issues, and most of all the gift of 
companionship/fellowship!    This day has 
been TOTAL gift to us.  Thank you so much 
for coming and for organising it for us.  We 
are most grateful!     If I could help in some 
small way next time please do let me know, 
I’d love to help you. 

 

  
A farmers wife in the Gatton area: 
‘The work is hard, the crops are slow but it 
is lovely to be out of doors and I give thanks 
for all I have and what I feel when working 
on in the fields’.   ‘This is my home, this is 
my life’!!  

 

  
A parent in the South Durong area: 
‘A big thank you to the angels of Charity 
who came calling before Christmas.  Yes, 
the large Christmas hamper which was left 
at our door was gratefully received and I 
cried as we opened the different parcels.  
Thank you to the children from Mt. St. 
Michaels’ School and St. Luke’s Church at 
Ekibin and St. Aidan’s Church at Tarragindi 
parishes for the loving Christmas wishes.  
Your support of us will never be forgotten’.   

 

  
A child from the Dalby area. 
‘Oh thanks, is it all mine?   Mum, Dad, look 
what I’ve got.  Can I keep them?’ 
 

 

  
 

A mother in the Cloyna area: 
‘I just could not believe how kind 
people have been to even think of us.  
What you are doing is a truly 
wonderful thing.  I truly believe that 
circumstances will one day turn 
around for us and we will be there to 
re-contribute back to the community 
that has helped us so much.  Your 
hampers have made a big difference in 
our lives’.  

 

  
A volunteer from the Murgon area: 
‘I wish I could send you a single 
snapshot of the faces of all the families 
we have given a hamper to and return 
the hugs to you that they have given 
us.   You would not believe the 
excitement on the peoples faces over a 
bag of groceries and Christmas gifts.  
It brought a tear to my eye every time 
we gave one away.  I cannot express 
my gratitude enough and please pass 
this message on to all involved as they 
are truly magnificent!!’   

 

  
A lady in the Leyburn area: 
‘You really took care of us. I felt so 
humbled to be treated with respect and 
be given all those goodies during the 
day.  We had a wonderful time and 
you made us feel so special’. 

 

  
A mother in the Proston area: 
 ‘We cannot thank you enough.  You 
have given many families so much joy 
and lifted their spirits.  To the children 
who have put those hampers together, 
you have made the children in our 
community some of the happiest kids 
in the country and the messages on the 
bags were truly touching.  We thank 
God for people like you’.   
 

 
 

 

Words of Gratitude from people on the land.    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

- A Time to Share - 
St. John Vianney’s Primary School, 

Manly 
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. The Christmas Spirit 
 

We all have gifts that we may bring. 
We all have songs that we may sing. 

 

We all have kind words we may say. 
We all have prayers that we may pray. 

 

We all have love and joy to give. 
 

And what a joy life is to live; 
If we just scatter everywhere 

The things God’s given us to share. 
 

If you have a gift – bring it. 
If you have a song – sing it. 

 

If you have a talent – use it. 
If you have love – diffuse it. 

 

If you have gladness – share it. 
If you have happiness – give it. 

 

If you have faith – live it. 
If you have a prayer – pray it. 

 
 

 
 
 

Christmas is   - 

A time to love 

A time to care 

A time to share 
 

 
 

St. Joseph’s School, Tara  
Teachers, parents and children come together to celebrate the 
giving of Christmas gifts and back to schools needs for 2009 

Christmas Spirit                                    Thank You 
 

For further information please contact: 
Sr. Christine Henry, rsc 
Downs and West Drought Appeal coordinator 
c/- Mt. Olivet Convent, 
411 Main Street, 
Kangaroo Point 4169 

Mobile:     0414324682 

 

Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you     
for your outstanding support of the for your outstanding support of the for your outstanding support of the for your outstanding support of the 
Downs and West Drought AppealDowns and West Drought AppealDowns and West Drought AppealDowns and West Drought Appeal. . . .     

 
We would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge 
everyone for the tremendous support given to the 
Appeal in 2008.  All hampers have been distributed. 
The financial contributions will continue to be 
distributed by paying bills and providing vouchers for 
groceries, meat, chemist, petrol and back to school 
needs which are being purchased from the local 
businesses where possible.  Those to be acknowledged 
here are: 
 

• St. Vincent’s & Holy Spirit Health 
• Sisters of Charity 
• Nagle House Groups  
• Presentation Sisters Queensland 
 

• Mt. Olivet Hospital, Kangaroo Point volunteers & staff  
• Marycrest Retirement Centre,  volunteer and staff 
 

• Mt. St. Michael’s College Ashgrove  
• St. John Vianney’s Primary School Manly 
• Villanova College Coorparoo 
• Marist College Ashgrove 
• Loreto College Coorparoo 
 

• Sunny Queen Eggs Queensland 
• Corporate Express 
• Shadforths Civil Engineering Contractors Pty Ltd. 

Sunshine Coast 
 

• Parishioners from St. Luke’s Church, Ekibin 
• Parishioners from St Aidan’s Church Tarragindi  
 

• Surfers Paradise View Club   
• Craft Working Bee 
• Quilters Social Groups 
 

• Lifeline 
• St. Vincent de Paul Society 
• Myer Centre Brisbane  

 

• The large number of individuals who wish to remain 
anonymous. 

 


