
To our supporters and readers, 
 

2009 has been quite a busy year for the Downs and 
West Drought Appeal (DWDA). The support and   
encouragement it has received has been inspirational. 
This support motivates us to do all we can as we    
continue to walk with people who are dealing with 
drought and other climatic conditions. 
 

With drought conditions worsening, and the Christmas 
season upon us, the time to support our inland 
neighbours has never been more important.  We need 
to remember these communities at this time, and    
realise not everyone will be having a joyous and happy 
Christmas. 
 

Times like these remind me of an experience I had this 
time last year.  My companion, Sr. Dorothy Bayliss 
and I were travelling out west delivering gifts and 
sharing the Christmas spirit with those in rural and 
remote districts.   After a long day we decided to look 
for accommodation to rest for the night before heading 
off to another area the following day.  
 

As we went from one place to another asking if there 
was a room available, we were surprised to discover 
that there were no vacancies.  This made us reminisce 
about the Nativity story when Joseph and Mary could 
not find an inn to stay.  How distressing that must have 
been for a mother expecting her first baby and for  
Joseph who would have liked Mary to be comfortable 
and in a clean environment to give birth.  It was then 
that a man filled with compassion offered them the 
only space available, a stable.  Joseph immediately 
tried to make the stable as comfortable as possible for 
Mary, as she waited for the birth of her child. 
 

We too were offered a place to rest,  it was an out-door  
linen cupboard. 

It would appear that down through the years people 
have been  willing to reach out, to walk with and lend a 
hand wherever possible. Let us continue this wonderful 
legacy by working together, offering  encouragement 
and practical support and bringing hope to those who 
need .    
 
On behalf of the Sisters of Charity and advisory    
committee, I would like to thank you for your          
continued support and look forward with hope at the 
possibility of working with you again in 2010. 
 
The information in this newsletter is an update of our 
involvement and programmes held in 2009 
 
Wishing each of you and your families a very Happy 
Christmas and a New Year filled with lovely       
surprises.   
 

Yours sincerely, 

Christine rsc 
Sr. Christine Henry rsc 
Coordinator  Downs & West Drought Appeal 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 Newsletter No. 3Newsletter No. 3Newsletter No. 3Newsletter No. 3    

 December 2009 December 2009 December 2009 December 2009    

Wishing you all a very happy and holy Christmas! 

Christmas is  

 a journey of the heart 

        bringing peace, joy  

               and happiness to all. 

Our values: 
 

Generosity 

 

Respect 

 

Awareness 

 

Compassion 

 

Encouragement 
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Message from the Chair 
The Advisory Committee of the Downs and West Drought      
Appeal exists to guide and  enable the vision of the Sisters of 
Charity to be implemented on the Downs and west of  QLD. The 
coordinator of this Appeal provides the crucial link between the 
people whose lives, directly and indirectly, bear the burden of 
drought and other destructive climatic changes and those willing 
to help make a difference. 
 

It seems that climate change and the scarcity of rain have become 
the focus of a plethora of conversations, meetings, discussion 
papers and government legislation. This raising of awareness 
among the general population of what people in rural and remote 
communities are facing has provided the impetus for widespread 
support and practical assistance. 
 

We are grateful for any assistance given to us as we strive to put 
‘words into action’ that practical assistance and pastoral support 
can be offered where possible. 

The resilience, ingenuity and determination frequently exhibited by 
so many people dealing with the difficulties of drought and  climatic 
changes are the motivating factors for our committee. Their stead-
fastness in the face of ongoing adversity is an inspiration to all. 
 

Our prayers and best wishes are with each of you this Christmas. 
 

 

Cate Mapstone AM 
Chairperson  
DWDA Advisory Committee 

  

  
  ‘Their steadfastness ‘Their steadfastness   

  in the face of ongoing adversity   in the face of ongoing adversity   

          is an inspiration to all.’           is an inspiration to all.’   
 

Reality of the current drought situation! 

Rod Saal, Farm Business Management Consultant writes: 
 

With 2009 rapidly coming to a close, it is fact that the current 

drought has been in  existence for nearly a decade in many areas of 

Queensland.      

The Federal Exceptional Circumstance (EC) declarations were   

removed from many areas of Queensland earlier this year, due to 

some good falls in the first couple of months.  However the critical 

‘follow up’ rainfall  simply did not eventuate.  Unfortunately we 

cannot control Mother Nature.   
 

In October and November there was relief rainfall  in some parts of 

the state though only in isolated places were falls large enough to 

generate runoff and water supplies in many regions are still at    

critical levels.   
 

Let us keep hoping and praying that the next lot of rain has our 

name on it and that when it storms, it comes without the damaging 

hail stones! 
 

The impact of this prolonged drought on the people and families 
who live in rural and  regional Queensland is almost impossible to 
calculate.  The only certainty is that with all of the challenges that 
are facing rural and remote communities, change is confronting 
everyone. The social and emotional wellbeing of everyone has been 
and will continue to be put under pressure.  
 

A degree of stress is normal in life and most rural people are      
experienced in coping with droughts and various others difficulties 
such as fires, floods, severe frosts, locust migration and severe 
frosts.   However, increased stress and pressure can cause decisions 
to be postponed, potentially drains financial and emotional reserves 

and puts people in a diminished capacity to make more informed       
decisions. These issues impact on the social fabric of our rural  
families and communities, including relationships, education,    
community building, employment opportunities, health and well-
being. 
A preventative approach is critical for ensuring that we remain in a 
strong position physically and mentally so that we can capitalise on 
the opportunities once the drought breaks.  Seeing your GP once a 
year for a physical and psychological check up is the same as     
servicing your car or tractor.  It enables you to keep track of things 
and to pick up things early so that you will keep healthy and    
working efficiently and effectively. 
 

This is never an easy task to accomplish.  However, with support of 
family and with a little help from the local service providers, it   
certainly can be done. The key is not being too proud to ask for a 
little help. We all need to work together.   If in doubt ask! 

 

    The contact details for some of your local  

          service providers are listed below: 
 
 

♦ Your local GP 
 

♦ Beyondblue, 1300 224 636 
 
 

♦ Centrelink, 1800 050 585  (Farm Assistance) 

♦ Centrelink, 132316  ( Drought Line) 
 

♦ Lifeline, 131 114  
 

♦ Bush Connections, 07 46397897 
 

♦ Centacare, 07 4688 3100—Toowoomba 
                              07 4162 5439—Kingaroy 
 
 
 
     Rod Saal 
          Farm Business Management Consultant  

How we deal with this change and stress is vital. We can resist and 
fight the change, but often the cause of the change is far greater than 
we are. We can just go with the flow of the change and see where 
we end up, which may even result in a worse situation. Or we can 
harness the change and adapt with and in anticipation to the change. 
Turning what could be a potentially catastrophic situation into an 
opportunity.  
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DWDA goes to Ag Show 

The Annual Heritage Agricultural Show held in Toowoomba 
over 3 days in September 2009 is the largest Farmers           
Marketplace in QLD, attracting over 800 Exhibitors and over 
20,000 primary producers from all over Australia, New Zealand 
& South East Asia. 
 
 

Our presence at the Agricultural Show was the first for the 
DWDA and the Sisters of Charity. We welcomed the           
opportunity to be part of the show and with excitement in the air 
we set up our stall.  Our primary motivation was to raise the 
awareness of the service provided by DWDA and secondly to 
raise fund which would benefit those affected by drought and 
other climatic conditions.            
 
 

The DWDA stall was in a great position and when time        
permitted we spent time networking with and seeking  practical 
support from the exhibitors in our pavilion.  Our presence was 
very much appreciated by all.    
 

The eye catching retractable DWDA and Sisters of Charity     
banners drew many people to our stall. Both adults and children 
stood to read the banners and spent time with the Sisters.      
 
 

Sixteen people asked for assistance to complete the drought 
assistance forms.  A large number of people were referred to GP   
connections who offered free full medical at the show. Financial 
pressure was relieved for two families by paying overdue bills. 
Many took the information packs regarding the services     
available for those in need of  support.   
 

 

Some visitors to the stall were relatives of our Sisters and others 
had also been associated with the Sisters of Charity through our     
hospitals, schools and boards in Victoria, New South Wales and 
Queensland.  We were delighted to catch up with a few farmers 
we had supported over the past 2 ½ years.    
 

 

Our daily free ‘lucky draw’ was amazing: each of the winners 
of the $100 gift voucher was in need. Through the generosity of    
people we raised over $900 from the craft sales and donations. 
 
 

These three days highlighted the tremendous value of this    
ministry to the farming  community.  Walking with these people 
with respect and compassion, and offering encouragement,  
pastoral and practical support is vital. For us, it is a pleasure to 
call them neighbours.  Our time at Ag Show was  truly a     
wonderful experience for Sr Christine and me.    
 
 

Next year’s Ag show is on 31 August-2 September and hope-
fully the DWDA will be there to be the Good News. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

            
  Sr. Jeannie Johnston rsc 

Downs and West Drought Appeal 
 
 



 

Four Sisters of Charity go to Ag Show 

♦ 

 

Ag Show, the largest farmers market in QLD 
 

DWDA welcomed the chance to showcase the initiatives of the        
appeal. It was also a great opportunity to source maximum exposure 
within a wide primary industry marketplace in an environment         
conducive to offering immediate practical support & encouragement.     
 

People were helped to fill out a variety of application forms and        
appropriate referrals were made. Those referred to DWDA by other 
organizations, were follow-up  on the spot and/or by phone. 
 

Taking time to get to know the stall holders & sitting with individuals 
as they shared their stories and experience of life on the land was 
paramount during the three days.  
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Words in Action 

The Year in action 
 

With the support of many generous people, the DWDA has 
been able to provide practical assistance, together with    
compassionate, emotional and spiritual care to our neighbours 
living in rural, remote and regional areas affected by the 
drought and other damaging climatic changes.   
 

We sincerely thank those who donated money, goods, time 
and energy to making this service possible. 

♦ 
 

Financial contributions 
 

The generosity of people, schools and organisations brought 
the total cash donated in 2009 to $31,408.90.  This is a      
significant result, particularly in light of the fact that DWDA 
does not have Deductible Gift Recipient registration, and the 
associated ability to offer a tax deductible receipt.   

 

 

♦ 
 

 

In kind donations (total $143,588.65) 
 

605   household hampers valued at $121,000.00 

305   dozen cartons of fresh eggs valued at $1,220.00            

359   Better Homes & Garden magazines valued $2,136.05 

320   Easter eggs valued at $2,400.00 

  51   Christmas Hampers valued at $5,100.00 

162   Christmas gifts for children valued at $2,366.60 

140   Christmas gifts for adults valued at $4,400.00 

  73   Meals vouchers valued at $996.00 

  62   Gift packs valued at $1,700.00 

  15   Gift packs valued at $1,500.00 

 26    Satchels valued at $520.00 

 50   Aussie survival packs valued at $250.00 
 

♦  
 

Fund raising  (total $5,424.00) 
 

Charity Fair  
Working in collaboration with the manager and residents of  
St John the Baptist Retirement Community, Enoggera, the 
DWDA raised $4,078.00 in an environment of fun, laughter  
and friendship.    
 

Craft and gift sales 
The remaining funds were raised at Marycrest Retirement 
Center, Kangaroo Point, Ag Show and the markets. 

Grant application (total $10,000.00) 
 

DWDA was successful in gaining the grant through Catholic Religious 
Australia, QLD project grant. This will be utilized in 2010.  We      
intend to apply for further grants in the coming months.   

♦ 

 

Raising awareness 
    

Awareness of the drought and other climatic conditions has been raised 
in the wider community through contacts with schools, parishes and 
organizations. In addition, articles have been published in the Catholic 
Leader, Queensland Country Life, The Chronicle, Pittsworth Sentinel 
and Gatton Star of the services provided by DWDA and other drought 

related organizations.   

These activities have been further supported by the DWDA media kit 
for 2009 which was created by Madelyn Priddle, advisory committee 

member. 
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Residents from St. John the Baptist  

Retirement Community, Enoggera  

Ag Show:  These two young girls   

could be two of our future farmers 



Meeting human needs 
 

When natural disasters such as a drought and 
other destructive climatic changes affect  
human beings, the emotional and spiritual 
impact can be devastating.  
 

During 2009 those associated with the 
DWDA, have offered spiritual and pastoral 
care through active listening, sensitivity and 
encouragement to many drought  affected 
families.  
 

When difficulties seem to be insurmountable, 
taking time out for some social and           
educational activities and plain old-fashioned 
fun can help revive a flagging spirit.  DWDA 
provided the following and helped organize 
the events, as listed, for women, families and 
children.  
 

♦ 
 

 

Sharing the Aussie spirit 
 (total $3662.12) 

 

 

Pre-paid petrol vouchers 
24  Petrol vouchers valued at  $1,200.00 
 

Family and farming needs 
     $3,400.00 
 

Easter season 
50 Easter eggs valued at $500.00 
 

Spirit of Christmas  

34  gifts for children valued at $401.22 

20  gifts for adults valued at $162.00 

 50  hamper/gifts for families valued at   
       $1,698.90  
 

 

Country girl’s days out  
(total $7,500.00)  

 

These days enabled rural women to meet 
together and to participate in enjoyable and 
interesting activities which aimed to educate 
about self care and available support services.  
 

 In total, 418 women attended one of the 
eight days. These days were held on the 
Downs, the South West and  Burnett areas.   
 

The women experienced the companionship, 
support, and encouragement of others living 
through similar circumstances. All gift packs, 
fresh eggs, lucky door and quiz prizes were 
donated by DWDA.  

 

  Rural women’s network    
state conference,  

(total $637.70) 
 

This conference also bring women together 
from rural and remote areas of Queensland 
and provides information on available      
support services for families.   
 

It also encourages the women to stand up 
and be positive leaders in their local     
community, to initiate projects regarding 
health services, telecommunications, self 
help and neighbourhood support in rural/
remote areas.    
 

The two women sponsored by DWDA     
responded in the following way:  

 

‘The conference reignited our passion for 

life and for living and highly  

recommend that all country women  

attend at some time.’ 

 Bugger the Drought  
Christmas BBQ   
(total $1,332.40)  

 

The gathering for farming families was 
held at the Farmers Hall Ironpot, a remote 
district north west of Kingaroy.  Although 
it was 41degrees, sixty families arrived and    
enjoyed mingling as they ate a hearty BBQ.  
This was followed by talks on stress      
management, financial management, legal 
aid and the availability of support services.   
 

The children participated in fun activities 
and face painting.  
 

At the conclusion of the evening, DWDA 
offered gifts to everyone. 

DWDA welcomed the chance to showcase the initiatives of the        

within a wide primary industry marketplace in an environment         

People were helped to fill out a variety of application forms and        

Words in action 
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Country girls’ days out 

Rural women’s network state 

conference, QLD 

Christmas BBQ for farming families 

 

Ag Show:  DWDA donation hut 

 

A girl’s best friend 

Wellness and pampering! 



We need your HELP to continue this important work 
 

Dear friends, 
 

As we work toward the close of 2009 and begin to look forward to the possibilities of 2010, there are many of our country men, 
women and children who struggle with the destructive climatic conditions in rural and remote areas of Queensland. 
Were you able assist the Downs & West Drought Appeal in continuing its support and delivery of service, we’d be pleased if you 
could give in one of the following ways; 

♦ A single gift of $20.00 Can provide two children entrance into the Life and Health Education or Christmas/Easter gift.  

♦ A single gift of $50.00 Can provide one child a ticket to a Theme park , petrol voucher, clothing 

♦ A single gift of $100.00 Can provide some back to school needs for one child in lower primary, grocery voucher   

♦ Organise a fund raising event in your local community.  $1000.00 can provide one farming family a 7 day holiday  

♦ Provide an assortment of quality handcraft items for sale at our craft stalls. 

♦ Volunteer to assist wrapping gifts and pack hampers from time to time. 
 

Please Note:  The Downs & West Drought Appeal does not yet have Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) Taxation Registration, 
therefore monetary and other gifts may not be tax deductible.   Your gift will however help those in need and all funds raised are 
directed to assisting farming families and people in small rural and remote areas. 
 

All cheques are to be made payable to ‘Downs & West Drought Appeal’.  Contact details as listed on page 8. 
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Words in action 

Caring for Kids 
 

Back to school needs   
(total $6,591.85) 

 

To help relieve some of the financial pressure 
on parents, funds were provided to purchase 
‘back to school need for 2010’ for 120     
children from St. Joseph’s, Tara, St. Mary’s, 
Taroom and St. Patrick’s, Mitchell. Where 
possible, purchases were made in the local 
towns.  

The room at St. Mary’s Primary 

School, Tara, was filled with laughter 

and smiles as the Christmas gifts and 

back to school needs for 2010  

were handed out 
 

♦  
 

Life and Health Education   
(total $3,700.00) 

 

Life and health education programs play a 
vital role in encouraging each child to      
develop a positive self image and high self-
esteem. These in turn encourage children to 
make positive and healthy choices today and 
in the future. Funds were provided for 370 
children from St. Patrick’s, Allora, St. 
Monica’s, Oakey, and St. Francis De Sales, 
Clifton, to attend such a programme. 

 

Students from                                     

Mt. St. Michael’s College, Ashgrove 

lead by example:  Slip, Slop, Slap 

 

Country to City  
Children's Camp 
(total $6,043.50)   

 

This programme offered 48 country children 

the opportunity to participate at minimum 
cost to parents in a camp which brought them 
to either the Gold or Sunshine Coast, .    
 

Funds were provided by St. Vincent’s and 
Holy Spirit Health QLD, Mt. St. Michael’s 
College, Ashgrove and DWDA. 
 

Accompanied by teachers and parents, the 
children came in two groups from the Tara 
and Taroom areas. Students from Mt. St.  
Michael’s College travelled with the DWDA 
coordinator and helped care for the children 
during their time at Australia Zoo, White 
Water World, IMAX theatre, South Bank 
Parklands, Cobb & Co Museum. The children 
also dined at Sizzler restaurant, enjoyed a 
crunchy ice-cream, breakfast at McDonalds 
and a bush tucker BBQ.   
 

Accommodation was  provided by Marist 
College, Ashgrove, St. Ursula’s College, 
Toowoomba and the Maranatha recreation 
centre.  

‘This is the best 
day ever.’ 

Two very hungry boys  

A day at White Water World 
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A grandmother’s story 
have moved when we were able but it is very   
difficult thing to do when this has been our home 
and livelihood all of our married life and the home 
of my husband’s parents. So what do you do?   
You stay and pray, that one day soon, it will rain, 
the crops will grow and sale prices are good.    
 

Your organization has been very supportive of us 
during the year especially at Christmas time.  
Thank you also for giving us  the opportunity to 
take the children to Australia Zoo for the first 
time. We thoroughly enjoyed it as well. I hope we 
can stay in touch.  
 

Thank you all again for your care and concern for 

us.    

My husband and I have sole custody of our five 
grandchildren aged between 2 and 11 years of age.  
This is the way we wanted it to be. We realized we 
may have times of difficulty especially with the older 
children but really they are good even though they    
haven't had such a good start in life.  Being on the 
land keeps them entertained and they love to help us 
feed the animals which is good for them. Our little 
two year old girl loves the sheep and she is always 
wants grandpa to take her down to the sheep.  She is 
a really very cute little thing and makes us smile.    
 

You know we have been in drought for years and 
with crops failing year after year we are now      
struggling to make ends meet. Some say we should 

University student joins DWDA  advisory committee 

I must admit that I, a second year university student, 
hadn’t given much thought to the drought in Western 
Queensland. This quickly changed when I was       
approached to do some marketing and public relations 
work for the Downs and West Drought Appeal. 
 
 

Since jumping on the committee in May 2009, I have 
been astounded by not only the work of DWDA, but 
the spirit of both its supporters and of course, the   
people living in drought and other destructive  climatic 
conditions. 
 
 

My role is to help the DWDA receive some media 
exposure, which will hopefully lead to more support, 
donations, and awareness about the drought situation.    
 

In the past six months, I have developed a media kit for 
the DWDA to use at events, assisted with the new banners, 
and written media releases to engage the media with the 
appeal. 
 

 DWDA works tirelessly to fundraise and organise       
supplies for those affected by the drought.  The DWDA 
Coordinator is to be commended for her efforts,  
leadership, and  passion for helping others.    
 
 

I hope that I can further assist the DWDA in whatever 
direction it takes, working with a dynamic, compassionate 
group to help our drought affected neighbours. 
 

Merry Christmas to you all. 
 

Madelyn Priddle 

Students from                                     ‘Here Betty,  

it’s me’.   

The Sisters of Charity   -   Who are they? 

www.sistersofcharity.org.au 

The  Love of Christ impels us 



 

We would like to thank each and everyone for their generosity   
and continued support given to the Appeal in 2009.   

 
Those to be acknowledged here are: 
 

Sisters of Charity 
St. Vincent’s & Holy Spirit Health 
Catholic Religious Australia, Queensland  
Conference  of Leaders of Religious Institutes in NSW 

 
St. Vincent’s Hospital, Brisbane  
St. John the Baptist Retirement Community, Enoggera 
Caritas Care 
Marycrest Retirement Centre, Kangaroo Point 

 
Nagle House Groups  
Mt. St. Michael’s College, Ashgrove  
Marist College, Ashgrove 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart School, Darra 
St. Patrick’s School, Allora 

 
Sunny Queen Eggs Queensland 
Sizzler Family Restaurant 
Choice Liquor Superstore, Lutwyche 
Red Rooster 
Catholic Church Insurances 
Inovoke Pty. Ltd 
Shadforths Civil Contractors 
Ag Show Administration 
 
Sr Val Green rsc & Country Women’s  League, Vincentia 
Fr Dennis Riley and the parishioners from  
St. Joseph's, Kangaroo Point and St. Benedict’s, East Brisbane 
Parishioners from St. Luke’s Church, Ekibin 
Parishioners from St Aidan’s Church Tarragindi  

 
QIA Social Bridge Club, Brisbane 
Quilt-makers, Indooroopilly 
Craft working bee members 
Quilters Social Groups 
Janome, Everton Park 
 
Those who work tirelessly from home in preparation for our 
craft sales and wish to remain anonymous. 
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A Christmas prayer                                Acknowledgements 

 
 
 
 
For those who have an abundance of love, 
A bounty in heart and home, keep them mindful of the world’s 
poor, lift their voices often to you in gratitude, loving God. 
 

For those who carry hurts and angers and other heartaches,  
help them to feel the peace which only you can give                  
and the grace to let go of long burdening memories. 
 

For those who struggle with the lack of this world’s riches,  
those who know what unemployment  
and empty pockets feel like,  
gift them with blessings which are often hidden                                         
and far more valuable than earthly treasure. 
 

For those whose faith has grown dim  
and whose sense of you seems far away 
raise in their hearts a great yearning for you that will not cease  
and a desire for the truth that cannot be ignored. 
 

For those who are tired from a constant generous giving               
of their lives in love,  
be their energy and enthusiasm,  
be a great and deep spark of light and happiness within them. 
 

For those who grieve the goodbye of a loved one                       
and whose hearts are very lonely this time of year,                                 
touch them with treasured memories  
and transform the inner missing and heartache  
into a vision of what lies far beyond this time and space.  
 

For those whose lives speak of growing old                                     
again and again with peace and serenity, 
 let them know what gentle witnesses they are to all of us  
who still ponder the meaning of life and growth. 
 

And finally, loving God, for those with young eyes,  
keep their hearts full of wonder,  
and thank you for slipping some of their delight and simplicity  
into our own hearts each time we celebrate  
the Christmas moment.      Amen.                                        Joyce Rupp 

 
 

The spirit of sharing, the spirit of Christmas 

Children from Our Lady of the Sacred Heart School, Darra           

worked hard to support farming families  

by collecting toiletries for the DWDA to distribute. 


